Women's Roles in
World War Two

Overview and Statistics
✢
✢

✢

350,000 women joined the
Armed Forces
Between 1940-1945, the
number of female workers
increased from 27% to 37%
1 out of 4 married women
worked outside of the
home (History)
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When people think about World War II, people often think of the young men
who were sent to war, who risked their lives to protect American citizens. However,
rarely do the women who served on the American homefront and in uniform get the
same acknowledgment. 350,000 women were in the Armed Forces. Some of these
women served in America and some served overseas. Some women served their
country by filling roles at home that a man would normally fill. In fact, between the
years 1940 and 1945, one out of four women were working outside the home, in order
to help the war effort (Editors). Interestingly, the Axis frowned upon the US hiring
women to work in the war industries. According to History at a Glance: Women in
World War II, Hitler believed a woman’s role in the war “was to be good wives and
mothers and to have more babies for the Third Reich” (History).

Women on the Homefront
✢

Aircraft Industry
*Rosie the Riveter

✢

Defense plants,
war-related organizations,
conductorettes,
mechanics, accountants
(Editorrs)

✢

Any job that needed to be
filled was filled by a
woman (History)
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At the beginning of the war, many young women quickly married their
boyfriends before their men headed overseas. With all of the men overseas, women
quickly needed to work in order to support their families, help with the war effort, as
well as do normal daily life jobsr to keep the American society functioning. Women
worked at defense plants and war-related organizations. They were also mechanics,
accountants, and conductorettes (History). In 1943, more than 310,000 women
worked in the US Aircraft Industry. Before the war, women made up less than one
percent of this industry’s workforce. In 1943, it made up sixty-five percent.
In 1942, the US government issued pamphlets to Mobile, Alabama in hopes to recruit
more women. It says, “Hitler and his herdes will not come if women help to build
ships, more ships to transport our men, tanks, planes and munition to the battle lines
on the other Continent - or if women take other jobs directly aiding the war effort”
(Women). Rosie the Riveter was propaganda from the United States Government.
Rosie the Riveter was supposed to empower women working on the homefront as
well as recruit more female workers. Rosie the Riveter was the United States most
useful propaganda as well as the most iconic (Editors).

Women in Uniform
✢
✢
✢
✢
✢
✢
✢

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
(Women’s Army Corps)
Navy Women’s Reserves
Marine Corps Women’s Reserve
Coast Guard Women’s Reserve
Women Airforce Pilots
Army Nurses Corps
Navy Nurse Corps

✢
✢
✢

By 1945, 100,000 WACs and 6,000 female
officers
Various roles while in the service
Full to partial military status
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Most of the women in uniform served in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
(WAACs, renamed the Women’s Army Corps), the Navy Women’s Reserve
(WAVES), the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve, the Coast Guard Women’s Reserve
(SPARS), the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPS), the Army Nurses Corps, and
the Navy Nurse Corps. General Eisenhower knew that America could not win the war
if women not only supported the war effort at home, but also by joining the military.
Women drove trucks, repaired airplanes, took clerical jobs, worked as

laboratory technicians, rigged parachutes, served as radio operators, analyzed
photographs, flew military aircraft across the country, test-flew newly repaired
planes, and trained anti-aircraft artillery gunners by acting as flying targets.
They took these jobs so the men could leave their jobs and go fight. Since
some women were serving on the frontline as Army nurses, sixteen died from
direct enemy fire. Additionally, sixty-eight women were prisoners of war in the
Philippines. 565 WACs in the Pacific Theater were presented combat
decorations and “more than 1,600 nurses were decorated for their bravery
under fire and meritorious service” (History). When the war ended, many of
these women wanted to keep their jobs but were forced to give them back to
their males peers. Women veterans had a difficult time receiving military
benefits after the war (History).

WASPS
✢
✢
✢
✢
✢
✢

Women’s Airforce Service
Pilots
Transporting planes
More than 1,000 WASPS
served during WWII
38 lost their lives during
WWII
Considered Civil Service
employees until 1977
May 10, 2010 ceremony at
the Capitol for these pilots
(Editors)
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The Women’s Airforce Service Pilots were women who obtained their pilots
license before joining the military. These were the first women to fly in the military.
Collectively, these women flew over 60 million miles in order to transport cargo, ferry
planes from factories to bases, and participated in practice strafing and target
missions. Customarily, men would have been fulfilling these roles. By having women
fulfil these roles, it allowed for the male pilots to fly active duty. Amazingly, more than
1,000 women served as a Women’s Airforce Service Pilot. Sadily, thirty-eight women
died in service. Unfortunately, these “fallen women” were not granted military status,
meaning they were not given military honors or benefits. They were considered civil
service employees until 1977. In 1977, they were granted full military status.
Additionally at the Capitol Building on March 10, 2010, the WASPs were given the
Congressional Gold Medal, “one of the highest civilian honors.” Incredibly, more than
two hundred World War II service men came dressed in their uniforms (Editors). It is
tragic that without these women, America could not have won the war and they were
up until recently not being recognized. If the women on the homefront did not work
jobs that kept the American society running, the economy would have crashed again.
Women took the jobs that men traditionally filled in order to send more men overseas.
Women even went overseas to bring more supplies and medical treatment. If these
women had not willingly stepped up to serve their country, the men would not have
been able to continue to fight and the Allies would not have won WWII.
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